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Introduction 
 
"The American nation came to birth upon the rivers" is the concept behind the "Rivers of America," a series of 
books originated by Constance Lindsay Skinner, distinguished novelist and poet.  The intention was to portray 
American history as understood through an imaginative grasp of the rivers' influence upon the ordinary lives of 
Americans. 
 
Initially projected as a series of twenty-four volumes under the editorship of Constance Lindsay Skinner, it 
developed into a series of sixty-two titles from the first title in 1937 to the last title in 1974.  Two titles, Havighurst's 
Upper Mississippi (1937) and Niles' The James (1939), were revised by the authors and published, respectively, in 
1944 and 1945 and are normally considered part of the original series, thereby making it a series of sixty-four titles.  
Many persons consider Songs of the Rivers of America, edited by Carl Carmer (New York:  Farrar & Rinehart, 
1942) to be a title in the series, thereby making a series of sixty-five titles. 
 
The original series was published by Farrar & Rinehart (1937-1945) and its successor firms:  Rinehart (1946-1958) 
and Holt, Rinehart, and Winston (1962-1974).  There were thirty-one titles published by Farrar & Rinehart; twenty-
four titles published by Rinehart; and ten titles published by Holt, Rinehart, and Winston.  Every title in the series is 
found in the William J. Petersen Collection and the titles are listed under "Original Editions."  Additionally, there 
are illustrated editions; revised editions; reprints, with added material; and reprints which are listed below under 
"Later Editions."  The University of Dubuque received books, pamphlets, periodicals, and papers from the estate of 
William J. Petersen in 1989, and thirty-eight titles in the “Rivers of America” were included.  The library completed 
its collection of the series over a period of five years.  
 
The series as represented in the William J. Petersen Collection at the University of Dubuque constitutes a visually 
stimulating and imaginative resource for understanding American history and culture.  This bibliography is intended 
to introduce interested persons to the "Rivers of America Series" and to the pertinent resources at the University of 
Dubuque.  There are numerous variant printings of the "Original Editions," but they are not included in this 
bibliography unless the variant printings are in the collection inasmuch as this section is, strictly speaking, a check 
list of titles in the William J. Petersen Collection.  Copy-specific information follows the shelf number.  The 
incomplete list of titles under "Later Editions" reflects an ad hoc accumulation of information rather than the result 
of systematic research.  When using the indexes, observe that the date in bold refers to the section on "Original 
Editions" and subsequent dates refer to the section on "Later Editions." 
 
The Historic Resource Development Program (HRDP) of the State Historical Society of Iowa, with funds from the 
Resource Enhancement And Protection Program (REAP), provided a grant to the University of Dubuque for year 
1990/91 to preserve, organize, and make available archival documents, pamphlets, periodicals, and books from the 
estate of the late William J. Petersen.  This bibliography, originally prepared as a result of the grant, was compiled 
by Betsy Crawford-Gore who was assisted by Rajkala Devaraj.  It was edited, in its final form, for submittal to the 
State Historical Society of Iowa (March 31, 1992) by Joel L. Samuels who was assisted also by Rajkala Devaraj.  It 
was revised (February 1, 1993) with the addition of a series of indexes, and subsequently expanded as the collection 
was augmented (June 24, 1997). 
 

*  *  * 
 
Persons interested in knowing more about the “Rivers of America”  should consult Carol Fitzgerald, The Rivers of 
America; a Descriptive Bibliography including Biographies of the Authors, Illustrators, and Editors (2 vols.; New 
Castle, DE:  Oak Knoll Press [and] Washington, D.C.:  Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, 2001). 
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